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Seeking, Serving, Sharing
December 15, 2024
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EVOTIONALS

ADVENT WEEK THREE: JOY

DANCING WITH JOY «»» ZEPHANIAH 3:17-18A

The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior
who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with
gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will
exult over you with loud singing as on a day of
festival. (Zephaniah 3:17-18a NRSV)

Have you ever watched people dance? | love
watching a good half time show, line dance at a
wedding, or dance routine at a concert. It doesn'’t
matter if it's ballet, swing, hip hop, salsa, or tap
dancing, I'm intrigued by it all. But lately I've been
mesmerized with watching my son and his friends
dance.

These children have found the secret to the good
life and longevity. They know how to play and have
fun. They know how to float and glide, slip and slide.
They know about soaring and dipping, shaking and
flipping. They know how to levitate, prance on air,
and be whisked away to another world without a care
or concern in the world. I've never seen a child (or
anyone) dancing that looks like they would rather be
somewhere else. Instead, they appear light, playful,
and free. They appear joyful.

This verse brings tears to my eyes every time |
encounter it. To envision a God that’s not angry or
vengeful, judgmental or resentful, but a God whose
endless expression of love is so lavish and abundant
that it erupts in exuberant dancing. Zephaniah gives
us a glimpse of a God who celebrates their love for
Israel through joyful singing, dancing, and rejoicing.
God was back in their midst, defeated their enemies,
and returned to reclaim beloved Zion not in judgment
but with joy.

Can you imagine God waltzing and foxtrotting
over us with gladness? Can you envision God
prancing and frolicking like raindrops on fresh cut
grass? Can you visualize God delighting in us so
much that they twist and twirl like children parading
around the playground? This Advent season let us
reclaim and recover this God who enjoys being in our
midst and dances with joy.
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Y 2024 CHRISTMAS OFFERING

God’s love
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Your gift to the Christmas Special Offering
supports the work of Oklahoma regional
ministries this Christmas. 100% of your giving
goes to support the Christian Church in
Oklahoma. Your regional ministry works to:

e Connect congregations to each other

e Foster faith development

e Gather Disciples in
conferences, and assemblies

e Nurture the development of a new
generation of pastors

e Assist churches in calling new

camps,

ministers

e Interpret the global mission of the
Church

e Represent the Church in ecumenical
gatherings

e Counsel and pray with those who are
troubled of spirit

e Lead the Church to address racism

e Inspire leaders to experiment and
create

e Witness to the power of God to make
things new

We encourage you to give generously as we
collect the Christmas Offering on December
15th & 22nd.

Giving in Review
As of November 30, 2024

Income Received YTD $262,784.31
Actual Expenses YTD $247,466.85
Budgeted Expenses YTD $284,349.86

Service Attendance ~ December 8, 2024

In Person: 69 Live Online: 12
Social Media Hits: 67

SHér
Sunday, December 15~ Service Information
Luke 3:7-18
“He proclaimed the good news to the people.”
Sunday School @ 9:30 ~ Fellowship Time @ 10:30
Services @ 8:30 & 11:00




